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ABSTRACT 



A radio program, "That's Living/ 



on a privata radio 



station, 930 CJCA, in Edmonton, Albarta (Canada), sponsored a 
cooperative project to make adults aware of adult education 
opportunitiaii throughout northern Alberta Approximately 10 
educational ingtitutiong preparad booths, CJCA providad publieity, 
and tha Minister oi Adult Education funded the booths* Approximately 
13,000 to 15,000 people visited the Expo in 1985« Tha same format wai 
usad for the sacond year when 53 institutions and agencies ware 
rapresented» The attendance did not increase, and approximately the 
same population was reached. The entire radio station sponsored the 
event, and other, mora traditional publicity outlets were used^ 
Problem areas included competition among institutions during radio 
publicity, the participation policy, entartainment , and CJCA's 
continued participation. (7LB) 



* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made * 
^ from the original dociment. * 
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1* A Harebrained Seheme? 

The authors currently serve as co-hosts of a radio program, 
That's Living , aired on 930 CJCA in Idmonton from 2i05 to 3i30 p*m. 
' every weekday. At the time of the first Living and Learning Escpo in 

• 1985, psyGhiatrist Dr* Carl Blashko was a oo-hoat of the radio 

program, and was instrumental in planning. However the first author 
of this article takes primary responsibility for the original idea. 

On That's Living^ Dr. Pateraon noted many callers ^ adults, 
ooncerned about loneliness, concerned about work opportunities, 
concerned with simply filling in their time with worthwhile 
activities. It occurred to him that in spite of our massive 
advartising campaigns ^ there are large numbers of adults really 
unaware of any of the fine opportunities in adult education throughout 
northern Alberta* The idea for a cooperative project, involving 930 
CJCA, the Minister of Advanced Education, and all post*-secondary 
educational organisations was born, 

A meeting, was held, with representatives from a number of 

• . . . . 

* ^ universities, colleges, and other eduoational institutions. Primarily, 

however, the invitation list consisted of Dr. Paterson's friends, and 
the meeting was quite informal* To our knowledge there had never been 

y 

a cooperative venture of this type, sponsored by a private radio 
station. Enthusiasm though, was strong. In October of 1985, we opened 
our doors to the public at the Convention Centre in Edmonton. 
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Approximately twenty aduGational institutione prepared booths^ CJCA 
provided publicity, the Minister of Advancaa Education, provided enoug 
funding so that each. institution could produce a booth on a cost plui 
basis, " Thm enthusiasm of the public excaedad everybody's wildest 
imagination* It was astimated that approximateiy 13,000 to 15,000 
people vieited our Expo in 1985 ^ and plans were laid for the 
foliowing years. 

2, EKp© Itself 

It couldn't have happened without the strong support of the 
adult education coimnunity , Wally Romanko ^ of the Northern Alberta 
Institute of Technology took charge of the, facilities comnittee 
for the first Ekpo, and co-coordinated the second one. Other kay 
players in the drama included Dr, Harry Luther from Concordia Colleg 
Jay Fisher from Westerra Institute, John Fisher and June Morgan from 
Advanced' Education i Karen Jacob from Grant MacEwan Community College 
Joe Dariial from the University of Albarta, Rick Lewis from CJCA and 
many many ^ more. However the guiding light and the person who took 
the biggest risk was undoubtedly lob Lang^ Program Director of 930 
CJCA* It is absolutely within the bounds of reason to expect that 
this thing could have been "a major flop" , seriously affecting tha 
prestige of this popular private madia outlet, CJCA publicized the 
first ExpO/' to the extent of having programs on adult education 
every single day the Monday to Friday prior to the actual event. 
The radio station broadcast live from the Expo which was ha Id on a 
Sunday, open from 1;00 p.m. through approximately 7i30 p.m. 

Because it worked, the format was not changed very much for the 
second year. There was entertairanent every hour in an auditorium 
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adjacent to the actual Expo, For the first year entertainment was 
provided by partiGipating institutions ^ the seoond year we tried to 
find separate entertaimnent, so we were not publicising some 
institutions and not others* Once the succesB of this endeavor had 
become established^ there was absolutely no problem in putting it 
together for the seoond year* There were fifty three institutions 
or agencies with seventy one booths for the second ygar^ in October 
1986. The authors believe pnly one college in Alberta was not 
represented the second year^ and enthusiastic support was reGeived 
from everybody. One small problem, the nianbers of people attending 
Expo did not increase the seGond year^ we estimate that we reached 
approKimately the same population. 

Some changes were made in format though. The second year 
Jay Fisher of Westerra handled the publlGlty, and It was decided to 
have the event sponsored, not by the radio program That's Living, 
but the entire radio station ^ so spots were heard all day and night. 
Other publiGity outlets in a more traditional vein, were utilized the 
second time. The Minister of Advanced Education was again involved, 
but the second year the Department also provided direct assistance, 
involving Further acation Councils throughout northern Alberta r 

People came to our Expo, They seemed to have a good time, the 
radio station was impressed by the numbers, it GOuld become an 
annual event* 

3. Reaching the UnreaGhed 

Did this Expo, co-sponsored by the^ media, attract people that 
otherwise would be unaware, of adult education opportunities? To be 
honest we're not sure. At the present time Joe Daniel from the 
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Registrar's Offiae of tr U^^i ^u.t-: Alberta is GGllatinf data 

from forms we reGeivac /Jr to :ind out if people really 

ohanged their habits a?-! pm^B^iWi^ flrri.volved in adult education as 
a result of this endfc^' > - ^'l.^rr cio^s.& understandably believe that 
this is a viable appa'o icr,. km iridiSeed reached many people that 

otherwise would have ^^es^ la^yslioi #d^^cational opportunities. We 
have yet to. prove thir? . 5,itd f^^^ilipi "t^lAs ean beGOine the focus for a 
further article. 

4, Problem Areas 

Were there problems wiil^ ik Li'v^iirmg and Learning Expo in either 
or both years? Of cours© tj^^^^irs* The. first yaar^ we attempted 
to involve every instituti^j> ^nths ^#fcdio during That's Living, 
This came close to being a 0^^m many repreientatives were 

aatually counting^ the twvt^^iP ^Him^m ^-their institution was mentioned ^ 
compared to others. It beQ^r^i^ aooJUp^^-tltion, Dr, Carl Blashko 
capably served as refe3fe^e ^t^^ Wad get as many people involved as 

possible. The authors o£= w3.^Wticia hosted shows as best they could ^ 
but the second year we talM^ te cPtt^oeptt, not instituti©ns, and 
everyone was happier. 

Should you oombine p^lv^pUnd puk^^lic post-^seaondary institutions 
in an Expo such as this? st^^i^Utbe fiic^^p© operate on a "Buyer Beware" 
polioy? These questions h^v^ to )3©»a solved. Our policy for the 
second Expo was that memtoeti ^iiw a^a^sociations, Itoonton Liaison' 
Assoc|.ation of Alberta ^nd l^onto ASgisociation for Continuing 
Education and Recreatian woU^^^lie iavAtt"-ted to partiGipate, Later 
we added Further Educat3\^n g^^^oHi to this invitation list. What 
then of private colleges an4 ^pwies ^ not members of these two 

ERIC 
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associations? They were allowed to pa&tiaipate, but on a firat 
come first serve basis, as our ipaua was sold out quickly in 1986. 
Wa!ra hot sura if this is totally fair^/ and we're also not sure 
whether including private and publie ir^etitutions is a good idea^ 
particularly whan we' are being funded a radio station and the 

provincial government, primarily on a rmo-profit basis. This will 
be a tricky issue for next yeari' orgarmiEing conmittee, if the 
Expo continues. 

■ Entertairmient is also a diffieult question. There was no 
money to pay entertainers t so we were S^ependent on volunteer 
assistance^ making the entertainrnent pox^tion of the Expo somewhat 
uneven at best* Naturally all of the o^^ganizers and participants 
were delighted that .people would dsnate time and effort to this 
project J but it will continue to be a ^^toblem area unless we ean 
provide a suitable budget to attraet tt:^e exact type of entertainment 
wa feel necessary. 

There are many other problimg, suaH- as CJCA's continued 
participation ; right now uncertain and on a year to year basis. We 
have no permanent guarantee of funding £rom the provincial government. 
If thto Ixpo is so successful in Idmon'fcon^ the question has arisen as 
to whether it might be a good idea to l^^ava other Expo's in say Calgary^ 
Lethbridge and Medicine Hat, rather th^axi attempting to attract the 
public to only one city. Problgms wil^ oontinue^ but with the quality 
of people we have attracted to our org^a-nising committee's, if the 
Expo continues, these problems will be solved* 

5. . Research to Follow 

^ It is hoped that readers of this ^publication will keep pressure 
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on us to publish research, to find out what mamberi of the public 
actually believe happened as a result of this eKtravaganaa, 
Joe Daniel is responsible^ but all of the oommitteaa ana 
partiiGlpants In this years B^po are raady to assist^ so we ean 
publish^ so we can know what effeat we hava had, lo we aan provide 
a better program for the future. Hopefully we * 11 be heard from 
again , 

6 i A Look to the Future 

The authDrs are willing to eontinue to contribute -to this idea 
as we are sold on the eon^ept. Probably the future of the Living 
and liearning Expo rests peorjle like June Morgin arid John Pishesr 

from the Departinent of Mi^anoed Education^ people like Wally Romanko 
and Kar^n Jacobs 'Who he&d^i up key ooimnittees thii past year/ people 
like Bob Lang and Hick Lewis at CJCA, who will decide whethir they 
can afford to place time and energies of people £ rsiti this media 
outlet at the disposal of this type of project ^ In closing the 
article the authors would simply like to thank all thoes who 
contributed to both years of this Expo, as in most pro jecti in 
adult education, the friendships gained from working together have 
made the project very worthwhile^ regardless of pending research 
results. We tried a new idea and frankly we'ra glad wm did. 
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